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The purpose of this work was to test the premise that designing farm-specific
diets for grower-finisher pigs (20-110 kg) could save $3-5 per pig and not impair
performance. A secondary purpose was to test the practicality of using new
feed-weigh hoppers which can be used with an automatic feeding system.
These hoppers make it fairly easy to calculate the daily feed intake of the pigs
on a farm so diets specific to it can be designed.

The results showed (according to PorkMa$ter computer program) that we were
able to save $5 in feed cost per pig by using the feed-weigh hoppers to
measure feed intake and subsequently design farm-specific diets. The new
diets met previous pig performance.

Implications:

The cost of doing this project was about $1000 ($500 in reusable equipment
and $500 for fees and labour) which is well within the means of most farms.
The benefit for JCR Farm (which finishes 3000 pigs at this location per year)
will be a $15,000 saving in feed costs. The benefit of the independent
consultant far outweighs his costs. The consultant reformulated the diets and
also tendered the custom designed premix thereby reducing its cost from
$1100/tonne to $700/ tonne.

Acknowledgement:
This project was funded by the On-Farm Demonstration Fund, which is part of
the Alberta Agriculture Research Institute’s Farming for the Future Program.

Advances in Pork Production (2000) Volume 11, Abstract #21



